
The flag will be hoisted at the new tug of Black Sea Fleet.

Raising the flag at the new Harbor Tug of the Black Sea Fleet HT – 389, which is in the Novorossiysk now, is 
planning on March, 2d. Auxiliary Navy group Commander Post Captain Sergey Yepifanov. The Latest Modern 
Tug, passed over to the Navy, will be located within this particular group. 
The Head of Auxiliary Navy moved from Sevastopol to Novorossiysk to attend tug’s transfer to the Black Sea 
Auxiliary Navy and   flag-raising.
I called to Commander of NNB Real Admiral Alexander Turilin and he has affirmed that the crew is preparing to 
such a significant event. The tug is reported to Novorossiysk Navy Rear Base now. That’s why I asked the Head 
of Rear Base Colonel Yuri Semenov, who has visited the tug and has seen it at work to tell about the Fleet 
techniques. 
- This is a tug of a new generation upon the project 90600, - Yuri Vladimirovich said, - although its small 
sizes it has a great opportunities and lots of technical innovations. It was built in Leningrad shipyard “Pella”. The 
full Displacement is about 471 tones. 2 heavy motors provide the speed of 12 knots. Bollard pull is about 25 
tones. The tug is very comfortable. It is tooled up with modern radio electronics, ship control is computerized. 
Living conditions are excellent. It is really the tug of a new generation.
I visited Post Captain Sergey Yepifanov’s Black Sea Auxiliary Navy group and knew that the receiving of the 
vessel was made by RB-136 Captain Yevgeniy Strizhak. He was the first who run in Tug in the Black Sea.
In an interview with a reporter of “Red Star” Yevgeny Viktorovich (has 7 years experience of captain, he had 
been a chief officer when he was 22) gave a good report about the tug technical equipment. There is no 
traditional rudder there. 2 joysticks replace it. According to him the tug can spinning on the spot if it is needed. 
Tow lines winding is lightened and control of their length is performed in automatic mode. In short, the new tug 
has got a lot of advantages. Including “all-white” conditions in a machinery and excellent living facilities for the 
crew.
The crew of HT-389 is 12 persons. It has already formed. Staged Assistant is Andrey Kozlenkov.  Chief Engineer 
is Aleksey Litvinetc. Staged Engineer is Mikhail Gegel. Boatswain is Sergey Kochedikov.
It is difficult to overestimate the significance of this event for the Black Sea Fleet. The age of ships and vessels 
is extremely old. HT-34, 47, 48 have already passed over already to the Northern Fleet, and the Black Sea Fleet 
is getting his first new modern vessel now. It’s not deniable that it’s a pleasure and a joy for Black Sea sailors. 
The Novorossiysk Navy Base Command Staff will take part in the Ceremony.
I want to believe it is only the beginning of the rearmament of Black Sea Fleet. Several Combat ships and 
submarines of new projects have already laid down for the Black Sea Fleet. The Fleet renewal process has 
already started. 

Post Captain Vladimir Pasyakin.

ENG

RusNavy.com 02-03-2011
http://�ot.com/news/navy/index.php?ELEMENT_ID=64330


